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COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

FFC 100.09 Humanomics:  Markets and Morality    Fall 2017 

 

Tuesday / Thursday  4 – 5:15pm  Beckman 205 

 
Catalog Description:       

Prerequisites: Disposition to inquire and be challenged.   

 

What makes a rich nation rich? What makes a good person good? And what do these questions 

have to do with one another? Co-taught by professors from the Smith Institute for Philosophy 

and Political Economy, this course will use current events, television shows and movies, and 

historical and contemporary work in philosophy and the social sciences to help students answer 

these questions and challenge the perceived tension between economics and the humanities. In 

particular, the course will focus on three themes: 1) how have markets improved the human 

condition, 2) in what ways (if any) have markets made us worse, and 3) have markets improved 

the lot of some at the expense of others, and if so how did this happen and what should be done 

about it?  

 

(Offered fall semester.) 3 credits. 

 

GE Learning Outcome: 

Students will be able to critically analyze and communicate complex issues and ideas. 

Course Learning Outcomes: 

1. Challenge and deconstruct the perceived tension between economics and the 

humanities. 

2. Articulate coherent explanations for the role markets have played in facilitating and/or 

inhibiting human flourishing. 

3. Ask cogent, thought-provoking questions based upon critical reading of texts. 

4. Present, explain, and evaluate arguments orally and in essay format. 

 



Course Materials: 

Most course materials will be provided for you on Blackboard. You will however also need the 

following tools for class: 

 

o   A Netflix Account - We will be watching several movies this semester. If the movie is not on 

Netflix, it will be provided for download in accordance with the educational fair use exemption 

to normal copyright requirements. 

o   A Facebook Account – We will be using a private Facebook group to facilitate discussion 

outside of class, so you will need a Facebook account for this course. 

 

Instructional Methods: 

This course uses a combination of discussion, writing, and oral argument to promote learning 

and evaluate student performance.  

 

Evaluation: 

o      25% - Class Participation (roundtable discussion, Facebook group, discussion questions) 

o      15% - Midterm Exam  

o      50% - Persuasive Essay (topic, intuition paper, writer's workshop, final paper) 

o      10% - Oral Final Exam 

 

Letter grades (in +/- format) will be assigned for most items including class participation and 

your papers.  Letter grades are translated into numerical grades for the purpose of calculation. 

 These translations are as follows. 

 

A+       98                    B+       88                    C+       78                    D+       68 

A         95                    B         85                    C         75                    D         65 

A-        92                    B-        82                    C-        72                    D-        62 

F          50 (or lower) 

 

Questions and papers are due at the beginning of class. Late work is not accepted. Also, because 

of the interactive nature of the class, attendance is an essential component and is expected. Per 

Chapman policy excessive absences may result in failure (Undergraduate Catalog 2016-2017 

“Academic Policies and Procedures”). And because coming into class late is disruptive, 

excessive tardiness may be counted as absence. Please keep this in mind.  

 

Class Participation: 

This is a seminar course and, as such, depends in large part on your active interest and effort. In 

a perfect world we could count on this from everyone without having to do anything so 

grotesque as rating your contributions and grading you accordingly. However, experience 

suggests the necessity of providing explicit incentives in order to both maintain participation 

over the course of the semester and prevent some students from free-riding on the contributions 

of other. Of course, class participation is a necessarily nebulous and subjective concept and thus 



often leaves students wondering why they were graded the way they were. In order to be as 

transparent as possible, then, we will continually update this grade as the semester progresses. 

The more you make positive contributions to the course dialogue, the higher your grade will 

rise. If your participation falls off or you fail to initiate participation at all, your grade will slide 

downward. You are welcome at any time to ask me why you have the grade you do. I will 

entertain any and all efforts to convince me that I should raise your grade. 

 

Your current class participation grade will be displayed on Blackboard. 

 

Class participation Grade Update Schedule: 

 

September 28 

October 19 

November 16 

 

In evaluating class participation, we will be considering in-class contributions, posts and 

comments made to the course Facebook page, participation in the writer's workshop, and 

whether or not you are prepared for class.  Some students may feel more comfortable in some 

mediums and not others. We will evaluate participation along all of these dimensions so that 

every person has the opportunity to contribute in their own preferred way. 

 

Writing Assignment: 

For this course you will be asked to write a 1500 word persuasive essay on a topic that engages 

the reader to consider the ethical implication of an economic policy debate. This will proceed in 

several parts.  

 

Statement of topic – 5% - Due September 28 

Intuition Paper – 10% - Due October 19 

This is a first attempt at making an argument with the primary emphasis on forming 

coherent arguments. No research required. 750 words. 

Writer's Workshop – 10% - Mid-November 

In November we will have an in class writer's workshop. Prior to this workshop you 

will be paired up with a fellow student to whom you must provide a draft of your 

paper. Each of you is then responsible for providing some written feedback to the other. 

During the workshop you will then have the opportunity to provide further feedback to 

one another with the aim of improving each of your papers. 

Final Draft – 25% - Due December 7 

 



 Prior to turning in your final draft you will be asked to meet with the course instructors 

 for a writing consultation. 

 

Persuasive Paper Grading Rubric  

·         Expression of Ideas 

·         Organization of Content 

·         Originality and Creativity 

·         Depth of Analysis 

·         Application of Economic Reasoning 

·         Balance / Sufficient Consideration of Alternative Viewpoints 

·         Grammar 

·         Style 

·         Research Effort  

·         Research Effectiveness  

 

 

Midterm: 

There will be a midterm exam on Nov 2. Details about the exam format and content will be 

provided to you in the weeks prior to the exam. 

 

Oral Final Exam: 

 

You will have an oral final exam during the examination period. The exam will be 

approximately 15 minutes long, and is meant to give you an opportunity to reflect on what you 

have learned in the course, as well as to give us an opportunity to evaluate your ability to orally 

communicate your ideas.  

 

 

Policies and Accomodations 

 

Students with Disabilities 

In compliance with ADA guidelines, students who have any condition, either permanent or 

temporary, that might affect their ability to perform in this class are encouraged to contact the 

Office of Disability Services.  If you will need to utilize your approved accommodations in this 

class, please follow the proper notification procedure for informing your professor(s). This 

notification process must occur more than a week before any accommodation can be utilized. 

Please contact Disability Services at (714) 516-4520 or (www.chapman.edu/students/student-

health-services/disability-services) if you have questions regarding this procedure, or for 

information and to make an appointment to discuss and/or request potential accommodations 

based on documentation of your disability. Once formal approval of your need for an 

accommodation has been granted, you are encouraged to talk with your professors about your 

accommodation options.  The granting of any accommodation will not be retroactive and 

cannot jeopardize the academic standards or integrity of the course. 

https://exchange.chapman.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=8e4d797b235f40aa83dfa375e35ae0b7&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chapman.edu%2fstudents%2fstudent-health-services%2fdisability-services
https://exchange.chapman.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=8e4d797b235f40aa83dfa375e35ae0b7&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chapman.edu%2fstudents%2fstudent-health-services%2fdisability-services


Chapman University Academic Integrity Policy 

Chapman University is a community of scholars, which emphasizes the mutual responsibility of 

all members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith.  Students are responsible for doing 

their own work, and academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated anywhere in the 

university.   

 

Equity and Diversity: 

Chapman University is committed to ensuring equality and valuing diversity. Students and 

professors are reminded to show respect at all times as outlined in Chapman's Harassment and 

Discrimination Policy: http://tinyurl.Com/CUHarassment-Discrimination.  Any violations of 

this policy should be discussed with the professor, the Dean of Students and/or otherwise 

reported in accordance with this policy. 

 

 

Tentative Course Structure: 

Materials for the following week with be assigned by the end of the day on Wednesday of the 

prior week. 

 

Week 1/2 - The Open Society, Cooperation, and Conflict 

 

Watching:  Movie: “The Best of Enemies” 

Reading:  Chapter 7, The Righteous Mind, Jonathan Haidt 

Watching:  TED Talk: “The Surprising Decline of Violence” Steven Pinker 

Reading:  “The Leviathan,” Thomas Hobbes 

Reading:  “The Second Treatise of Government" Chap 1-4 John Locke  

Reading:  “On Liberty” Book 2 John Stuart Mill 

 

Week 3/4 - Economic Growth, the Division of Labor, and Property Rights 

Watching:  Video: “I,Pencil” Leonard Read 

Watching:  TED Talk: "The Amazing Washing Machine" Hans Rosling 

Reading:  “The Use of Knowledge in Society” Friedrich Hayek 

Reading:  "The Wealth of Nations" Book 1, Chap 1-3, Adam Smith 

Reading:  "Second Treatise of Government" Chap 5, John Locke 

Reading:  "Tragedy of the Commons" Garrett Hardin 

Reading:  "Five Mysteries of Capital" Hernando de Soto 

 

 

Week 5/6/7:  Poverty and Inequality 

 

http://tinyurl.com/CUHarassment-Discrimination


Reading:  "Debate:  What Kind of Inequality Matters?" McArdle, Megan and Noah Smith. 

Reading:  "The Wisdom to Know Which Causes of Inequality Can Be Changed" Megan 

 McArdle 

Reading:   ‘Famine, Affluence, and Morality’ Peter Singer 

Reading:  ‘Lifeboat Ethics: the case against helping the poor’ Garrett Hardin     

Reading: "Islands in a Sea of Obligations" David Schmidtz 

Reading: “Who Will Prosper in the New World?” 

Listening: “Tyler Cowen on Inequality, the Future, and Average is Over.” 

Watching: “Econ Duel: Will Machines Take our Jobs.” 

Reading: Excerpt “Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds.” 

Reading:  “Are Speculative Bubbles Good?” John Cassidy 

Watching:  “The Big Short” 

 

Week 8: Education 

 

Reading: “If You Send Your Kids to Private School . . . .”  

Watching: “Waiting for Superman” 

Watching: "Education, inequality, and incentives" Roland Fryer Jr. 

 

Week 9: Social Responsibility of Businesses 

Reading: “The Social Responsibility of Business is to Increase its Profits.” Milton Friedman 

Watching: “There Will Be Blood.” On Netflix 

Skimming: “Entrepreneurship: Productive, Nonproductive, and Destructive.” 

Reading:  "Ethics and Stakeholder Analysis" Kenneth Goodpaster 

Reading:  “The Process of Creative Destruction” Joseph Schumpeter 

Listen:  "The Super" This American Life Podcast 

 

 

Week 10: Cultural and Psychological effects of Markets (Entrepreneurship) 

 

Watching: One of the following movies: 

Wall-E 

Dawn of the Dead (1978)  

Idiocracy 

Office Space 

Fight Club 

American Psycho 

Modern Times 

 

Reading: “Empathy Is Actually a Choice” 

Reading: “Neoliberalism is creating loneliness. That’s what’s wrenching society apart.” 

http://www.utilitarian.net/singer/by/1972----.htm
http://www.garretthardinsociety.org/articles/art_lifeboat_ethics_case_against_helping_poor.html
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/08/31/who-will-prosper-in-the-new-world/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/08/31/who-will-prosper-in-the-new-world/
http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2013/09/tyler_cowen_on.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76URvcmpmBQ&feature=youtu.be&list=PL-uRhZ_p-BM5B-q4URjHtVKY0hekfExEx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwUZvP37qLndR2tuZnQ0dURGSlU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwUZvP37qLndR2tuZnQ0dURGSlU/view
http://www.newyorker.com/news/john-cassidy/are-speculative-bubbles-good
https://www.netflix.com/title/80075560
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/08/private_school_vs_public_school_only_bad_people_send_their_kids_to_private.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbCZB_sy6Ws
http://www.colorado.edu/studentgroups/libertarians/issues/friedman-soc-resp-business.html
https://www.netflix.com/search/there%2520will%2520be%2520blood?jbv=70075473&jbp=0&jbr=0
http://www.colorado.edu/ibs/es/alston/econ4504/readings/Baumol%201990.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/ibs/es/alston/econ4504/readings/Baumol%201990.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/ibs/es/alston/econ4504/readings/Baumol%201990.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/ibs/es/alston/econ4504/readings/Baumol%201990.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/ibs/es/alston/econ4504/readings/Baumol%201990.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/ibs/es/alston/econ4504/readings/Baumol%201990.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/12/opinion/sunday/empathy-is-actually-a-choice.html?mwrsm=Facebook&_r=0
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/12/neoliberalism-creating-loneliness-wrenching-society-apart


Reading: “How Markets Crowd Out Morals,” 

Reading: “Travels with Charley.”  (pg. 29 of the pdf) 

 

Week 11:Cultural and Psychological effects of Markets (Work and Play) 

 

Listening: “The Horns of a Dilemma.”  

Watching: “The Lorax” 

Reading: “The Mending Wall.” (pg. 22 of the pdf) 

Watching: “Pee.”  South Park Episode 

 

Week 12: What Should Be For Sale? 

 

Reading:  Excerpt "Markets Without Limits" Jason Brennan and Peter Jaworski 

Reading:  Excertp "Why Some Things Should Not Be For Sale" Debra Satz 

 

 

https://bostonreview.net/forum-sandel-markets-morals
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwUZvP37qLndZHdoR2t5TWdhTlFZOThsalFxcFg4Y1c0Rmc0/view
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07428br
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8V06ZOQuo0k&feature=share
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwUZvP37qLndZHdoR2t5TWdhTlFZOThsalFxcFg4Y1c0Rmc0/view
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/5109669/South%20Park%20S13E14%20Pee%20%281080p%20x265%20q22%20Joy%29.mkv

